
 SUGGESTED TWO-DAY ITINERARY

DAY ONE: Shibden Hall – Bankfield Museum – The Piece Hall – Halifax Minster

West Yorkshire has long been culturally rich. Now, it is a popular TV and film 
destination. Here are a few of the highlights.

BANKFIELD MUSEUM
Halifax, HX3 6HG

A museum since 1887, Bankfield is set in the 
attractive surroundings of Akroyd Park. This 
Victorian mansion was the home of local mill 

owner, philanthropist and MP, Colonel Edward 
Akroyd.

Bankfield Museum’s displays cover local history, 
costume, art, toys, military history, jewellery and 
textiles from around the world. It also hosts some 

brilliant temporary exhibitions.

SHIBDEN HALL
Lister’s Road, Halifax, HX3 6XG

An historic hall (pictured below) dating from 
1420, three miles from Holdsworth House. 

Once home of the 19th century diarist, Anne 
Lister, and the setting for the BBC/HBO period 
drama Gentleman Jack. The interior was used 

extensively for filming.

There is a large pay and display car park off the 
A58 providing access to the park, cafe and hall. 

From here there is a short, uphill walk to the hall.

Shibden Hall is usually open daily 10:00 or 11:00 
until 17:00, March to October. Entry tickets need 
to be booked online. See their website for details: 

museums.calderdale.gov.uk/visit/shibden-hall
THE PIECE HALL

HX1 1RE

One of Britain’s most outstanding Georgian 
buildings and the sole survivor of the great 18th 
century northern cloth halls. The Piece Hall is 

home to independent shops, restaurants, bars and
open air events. 

Next to the Piece Hall is Halifax Library with a 
number of Anne Lister’s diaries on display.

HALIFAX MINSTER
 HX1 1QL

 
A magnificent example of 15th century 

ecclesiastical architecture. See the font where 
Anne Lister was baptised and her headstone, plus 

the stunning stained glass windows.



DAY TWO: The Bronte Parsonage Museum, Haworth and Oakworth Station

OAKWORTH TRAIN STATION
Keighley BD22 0DY

One of the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway’s 
principal intermediate stops. Oakworth’s 

Edwardian-style station has been guaranteed a 
place in cinematic history from its ‘starring’ role 
in the 1971 classic film version of Edith Nesbit’s 

book, The Railway Children, as well as The Railway 
Children Return.

You can travel the railway line on the vintage steam   
engine trains for a memorable trip out.

THE BRONTE PARSONAGE MUSEUM
Haworth, BD22 8DR

The Parsonage was the home of the Brontë sisters. Today, it is a fantastic museum that’s popular
with visitors from all across the globe. The Brontë collections here are the largest

and most important in the world. Visit the Parsonage to tour the sisters’ home, see their writings, 
drawings and paintings, shoes, dresses and bonnets, and to pick up a memento in the gift shop.

Tickets must be booked online at the Brontë Parsonage website.

HAWORTH

In addition to visiting the Parsonage, you can visit the adjacent church where the sisters’ father Patrick 
Brontë preached. Haworth also has a lovely collection of shops and tea rooms and there are plenty of 
places nearby for walking with or without dogs, including the trek to Top Withins, which it is believed 

was the inspiration for Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights.

ALTERNATIVE DAY OUT - CRAGG VALE, MYTHOLMROYD & HEBDEN BRIDGE

Author Benjamin Myers’ Walter Scott prize-winning novel The Gallows Pole is set in Cragg Vale near 
Hebden Bridge (a 25-minute drive from Holdsworth House). The true story of David Hartley and the 
Cragg Vale Coiners reveals how a group of coin clippers and counterfeiters almost brought down the 

national economy during the Industrial Revolution. Cartographer Christopher Goddard has created an 
illustrated map for walking in the area. Ask the hotel for a copy of the map.

A ride on to Hebden Bridge is highly recommended. It’s a quaint town with lots of independent shops 
and the National Trust Hardcastle Craggs set deep in the wooded Pennine valley.


