
Holdsworth House & Bluemoose Books – 3 Day Creative Writing Retreat  



COURSE SCHEDULE
Monday 4th May – Wednesday 5th May 2020 

Single occupancy £420 – Double occupancy £605

Monday 4th May 2020
• 10am Introduction to Bluemoose Books and the schedule for the retreat
• 11am Creative writing workshop led by Leonora Rustamova
• 1pm Lunch
• 2pm Check-in
• 3pm Focused writing workshop: Preparing for publication
• 7pm Group dinner in  private dining room hosted by author Clara Barley

Tuesday 5th May 2020
• 7am-9am Breakfast at leisure
• 10am Focused writing workshop: The things that amateurs overlook
• 1pm Lunch
• 2pm Editorial carousel with Bluemoose editors
• 5pm Insight into publishing with Kevin Duffy, award-winning publisher from Bluemoose
• 7pm Dinner at leisure in the restaurant £30 allocation per person

Wednesday 6th May 2020
• 7am-9am Breakfast at leisure
• 10am Check-out
• 11am Workshop: Making the most of your work
• 2pm Traditional Afternoon Tea
• 3pm Closing session



Our team of experienced industry 
professionals will guide and nurture as 
you explore your creativity, discover 
hidden strengths and develop as a writer. 

The beauty of the writing course is that 
the development of the writer and writing 
is built into the DNA of the retreat. 



Holdsworth House is the ideal setting to immerse yourself in the rich literary history of
the area. The four-star hotel, set in a stunning Jacobean manor house, dates back to 1633
and has connections to both the Lister and the Bronte families. Its mesmerizing
architecture and stunning grounds retain many historical and period features that are
sure to inspire you. Wander around the building and you'll discover stone-mullioned
windows, beamed ceilings and impressive fireplaces that all add a sense of calm, comfort
and tradition. It’s the perfect place to settle down and write.



Leonora Rustamova is Yorkshire through 
and through, born and bred. A published 
author, she teaches creative writing at 
Huddersfield University and has appeared 
on Look North, Calendar and BBC Radio. 
Leonora has also been on BBC Radio 5 
Live and Woman’s Hour.

Kevin Duffy has spent over 30 years working
in publishing and co-founded Bluemoose
Books with his wife Hetha in 2006. "We are
based in Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire
and publish literary fiction. Our books have
been short listed and won national and
international literary prizes and are now sold
in over 70 countries across the globe. Kevin
was selected as one of the Top 150
Influencers in Publishing in 2019.”

Yorkshire-based author Clara Barley has
written both fiction and non-fiction about
Anne Lister of nearby Shibden Hall. Clara
was inspired to write the novel through her
work at Shibden Hall, and was also involved
both behind the scenes and on camera with
the HBO/BBC Gentleman Jack TV series.

The Bluemoose team 
Course leaders



About Bluemoose Books:

Bluemoose Books is an independent publisher based in 
Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire. Kevin and Hetha Duffy 
started Bluemoose in 2006.  As a ‘family’ of readers and 
writers they were passionate about the written word and 
stories. 

Stories are transformative and as publishers Bluemoose
delight in finding great new talent. They don’t have the 
heft of a London publishing house with the millions of 
pounds to promote their writers but they do manage 
through innovative marketing to get thier books into high 
street bookstores and reviewed in the national press. 

If you’re looking for orange headed celebrity books, 
you’ve probably come to the wrong place. But if you want 
brilliant stories that have travelled from Hebden Bridge, 
across the border into Lancashire, down to London across 
to Moscow, Sofia and Budapest and into the United States, 
Australia, India, Colombia and Greenland, Iceland 
and Bosnia Herzevogina then Bluemoose is the publisher 
for you.

Selection of books by Bluemoose

THE GALLOWS POLE – by Benjamin Myers: Winner 
of the Walter Scott Prize for historical fiction 

BEASTINS – by Benjamin Myers: Winner Portico 
Literature prize and shortlisted for Jerwood fiction prize 

MAN WITH SEAGULL ON HIS HEAD – by Harriet 
Page – Shortlisted for best new novel of the year 2018 

LEONARD AND HUNGRY PAUL – by Ronan 
Hession – BBC Radio 2 book club, selected for summer 
read by Irish Times and The Observer 

KING CROW – by Michael Stewart – Winner of the 
Guardian’s not the booker prize 2011 and recommended 
read for world book day 2012 

THE SECRET TO NOT DROWNING – by Colette 
Snowden – chosen for brave new reads 2016



A Post -postmodern crime novel set 
on the clean streets of Dublin's 
leafiest suburb, SLOOT has at its 
heart an accidental detective who'd 
rather write his own Celtic-screwball-
noir than solve the crime, and a 
narrator who loses the plot, literally.
Sound complicated? Not so. Thanks 
to a revolutionary structure, The 
Inquisitive Bullet, it's simplicity itself.

Leonard and Hungry Paul are two 
quiet friends who see the world 
differently. They use humour, board 
games and silence to steer their way 
through the maelstrom that is the 21st 
Century.
'The figure in Munch's painting isn't 
actually screaming!' Hungry Paul said. 
'Really, are you sure?' replied 
Leonard. 'Absolutely. That's the 
whole thing. The figure is actually 
closing his ears to block out a scream. 
Isn't that amazing? A painting can be 
so misunderstood and still become so 
famous.'

Two hundred years ago, neighbouring 
Yorkshire landowners Miss Anne 
Lister and Miss Walker find their lives 
become entwined in a passionate, 
forbidden lesbian relationship and 
retreat to the Moss House, their 
private sanctuary away from an 
unaccepting world. The world was not 
yet ready for the likes of Miss Lister. 
Landowner, scholar, traveller, 
mountaineer and non-conformist and 
in this novel we see two women 
striving to live their own lives despite 
public disapproval.

by Bluemoose Books



www.holdsworthhouse.co.uk

http://www.holdsworthhouse.co.uk/

